
November 11, 2021

Good Morning Parents and Guardians:

The following is a brief timeline of the recent Face Covering Court Hearing, the
Next Steps and the Impact to us as a District:

● On November 10, 2021, The Commonwealth Court issued a ruling that voided the Face
Covering Order by the PA Department of Health, which was issued on August 31, 2021.

● As of November 10, 2021, at 3:30 p.m. The Department of Health is filing an appeal with
the PA Supreme Court.

● Based on Pennsylvania Law, the filing of the notice for appeal triggered a stay of the
Court’s ruling. This will keep the Face Covering Order in effect.

● The District received and reviewed correspondence from the Secretary of Education that
detailed the appeal and reported that schools need to continue to observe the masking
order throughout the PA Supreme Court proceedings.

● At this time, we are required  to follow the Face Covering Order.

● Once the legal appeal process has been completed, and the Commonwealth Court’s
Ruling upheld, we will once again allow for parental/guardian choice of face coverings as
written in our Health and Safety Plan.

For More Information and Details Please Read Below:

Yesterday, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania issued a ruling that would void the Face
Covering Order for schools issued by Pennsylvania Acting Secretary of Health Allison Beam on
August 31, 2021.

Shortly after this ruling, the Department of Health Counsel filed a Notice of Appeal with the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Therefore, the appeal will activate a stay of the Commonwealth
Court’s ruling and keep the Face Covering Order in effect. As a result, we are still obligated to
follow the Face Covering Order issued on August 31, 2021. This will stay in effect until the PA
Supreme Court upholds the Commonwealth Courts recent opinion, or the stay is lifted by the PA
Supreme Court. If the stay is lifted, our current Health and Safety Plan will go into effect, which
will provide for parent/guardian choice.

https://www.susq.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA02209671/Centricity/Domain/4/ESSER%20Health%20and%20Safety%20Plan.pdf


We once again thank you for your continued support as we work collectively to navigate through
this rapidly changing information. We will work to update you with any new information once it
becomes available. Again, your patience and partnership is appreciated, valued and respected
as we continue to focus on teaching and learning.

With Blackhawk Pride,

Jon Fox
Superintendent
Susquenita School District


